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1)  Question

2



You have 2 minutes to solve the following question :
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“
What time, in second, would a typical
snail* take to cover France with its
slime ?
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*Typical snail : Helix pomatia aka « escargot de Bourgogne »



2)  Solution
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France surface, 𝜎𝐹 = 643 801 km²

Snail width, 𝑙𝑠 ≃ 2.0 cm

Snail speed, 𝑣𝑠 ≃ 1.3 cm.s-1

𝑇 =
𝜎𝐹
𝑣𝑠𝑙𝑠

=
643 801 × 106

2.0 × 1.3 × 10−4
= 2.5 × 1015 s


